
 

 

TOWN OF SILVER CREEK 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 

JULY 14, 2026  
 

The Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Silver Creek was held on 
Tuesday July 14th in the Board Meeting Room at 1924 Town Road, for the purpose of discussing all 
issues before the Board.  

Present: Supervisors Greg Hull, Chuck Voss, and Mike Hoops; Clerk Alison Oftedahl; Town Operations 
and Facilities Manager Paul Thompson and Deputy Clerk Katie Anderson. 

Absent: None 

Visitors Present: Tom Opfer 

Chairman Hull called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Constituent Concerns  

Curtis Anderson – Hull received a complaint from Anderson about the lack of communication before the 
tree clearing along Alger Grade.  He also wanted the wood from the trees that were cut along his property 
line.  

Rich Sve – Oftedahl received an email from Commissioner Sve asking whether the Town wanted a large 
Silver Creek Cliff sign. It was agreed that the Town did not want it.  Oftedahl was asked to respond and to 
suggest the sign be placed along the bike trail at the cliff. 

Road and Safety 

Thompson reported on grading and chloride application on town roads and also on Gooseberry 
campground roads.  Mowing was started; culverts were received; and the cut trees from the Alger project 
were hauled to the gravel pit. Ditching was completed along most of Loop Road.  Thompson said he 
repaired several issues with the tractor and it’s ready to go once the fire danger is reduced. A broken 
blade was replaced on the skid steer. Thompson proposed replacement of the tracks, undercarriage, and 
bucket pins as part of the skid steer’s 2,000-hour maintenance.  He presented a quote of $6,205 for parts 
and labor. 

Alger Grade Tree Removal  – This has been completed and Hoops reported that it was acceptable. 

Gravel Crushing – Thompson reported that the crushing is done, but that Silver Creek’s pile is not really 
accessible due to where it is stacked.  He will be working on that issue with the County.      

Flood Bay Alteration – Oftedahl reported that the alteration documents have been recorded with Lake 
County. 

General Sewer Operations  

Operator Appelwick’s report was viewed (full report on file in the Clerk’s Office).  Hoops reported that 
there is a problem with sludge plugging the irrigation intake on pond 3.  He and Appelwick are talking to 
Hawkins about possible solutions.  The new rain gauge was installed but may not be fully accurate.  
Thompson will be testing it.  Thompson reported on meter reading, locates, and a call-out at Grand 
Superior Lodge. 

Lift Station 1 – Thompson reported that the spare pump was installed.  He said that there appears to be 
much less grease in the station.  Hoops and Thompson heard that the restaurant’s inside grease trap had 
been disconnected.  It is apparently now connected again.   

Facilities 

Concrete Patch Repair – Anderson reported that she heard from Huseby, but hasn’t received the signed 
contract. 

Cemetery Entrance Sign – Oftedahl presented wording for the sign. It was agreed to have Waldo 
Signworks produce the two signs at an estimate of $105 each. 

Stewart River Wastewater Project  

Voss reported that he was asked by Bollig to escort a drone operator around the Stewart Trail Fire 
damage area.  He declined based upon concerns about infringing on the privacy of the owners and a lack 
of time to send a written request for permission.     

 



 

 

Hall Restoration Project  

Project Update – Hull explained that IRRR had approved $250,000 in grant funding back in May for the 
Hall Restoration project at the request of Roger Skraba and Grant Hauschild.  The application is going in 
now, but Hull reported that it is only a “formality” and that we have the funding.  He also said that Bollig 
has agreed that they will not be receiving 5% of this based upon these funds were a result of inviting 
Skraba and Hauschild to our Board meeting last December and Silver Creek’s own efforts to obtain 
funding.    

Attorney Review – Bollig’s design/architecture/inspection contract was discussed.  Hull suggested that 
Town Attorney Scott Witty review the document.  Everyone agreed to this.  It was also agreed to ask Witty 
about the correct process for obtaining Town resident approval of the overall project.    

Resolution for Application to IRRR for funding – IRRR funding requires a resolution stating authorization 
to apply for and willingness to receive funding.  Bollig asked that this be done right away to facilitate 
additional applications.  After discussion, motion Hull, second Hoops to adopt Resolution 2026-8 
Authorizing Application for and Acceptance of Funding from Iron Range Resources and Rehabilitation 
(IRRR) for the Town Hall Restoration & Addition Project included below.  Carried unanimously.  
Resolution 2026-8 was adopted upon roll-call vote as follows: 

Ayes: Chuck Voss, Mike Hoops, Greg Hull 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: None 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

        RESOLUTION 2026-8 
TOWN OF SILVER CREEK 

LAKE COUNTY MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING  
APPLICATION FOR AND ACCEPTANCE OF FUNDING 

FROM IRON RANGE RESOURCES AND REHABILITATION (IRRR) 
FOR THE TOWN HALL RESTORATION & ADDITION PROJECT 

 
 

WHEREAS the Town of Silver Creek, County of Lake, State of Minnesota approves the attached 
application for the Township Hall Restoration and Addition Project; and, 

WHEREAS the Town of Silver Creek agrees to accept funding for the underlying project if approved by 
the IRRRB;   

NOW BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Silver Creek, Board of Supervisors does hereby adopt this 
resolution. 

Adopted July 21, 2026 upon motion by     . 
 
 
                     
   Chairman Greg Hull   Supervisor Chuck Voss            Supervisor Mike Hoops  
 
 
ATTEST: ________________________________ 
  Alison Oftedahl, Clerk 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Correspondence  

The following items were passed around for consideration: 

 Nationwide quarterly report for Quarter 2. 

 Recorded copy of Flood Bay Alteration document. 



 

 

 NPDES Permit Compliance Summary for 10/1/2024 – 9/30/2025. 

 Notification from Gopher State One Call of ticket price increases. 

 Invitation from Minnesota Forest Resources Council to their September meeting and asking Silver 
Creek to speak to the Stewart Creek fire. 

 Email from Bollig/Laura Ostlie asking the Township to escort Bollig through the fire damage area 
while drone videoing it. 

 Email from MAT Attorney Steve Fenske regarding questions on the Hall Renovation Project. 

 Email from IRRR identifying next steps for Taconite Environmental Protection Fund Grant Award for 
the Hall Renovation Project. 

 Information from State Auditor regarding CTAS software bugs. 

 MAT June Newsletter. 

 MAT District 10 Meeting Notice. 

 From Lake County Planning and Zoning – 3 Hearing Notices; 1 application to renew a vacation 
rental permit and 1 notice of decision. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Election Judge Approval  – Motion Hull, second Hoops to approve Sara Swanson as our 6th Election 
Judge.  Carried unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS  

Insurance Coverage – The Town’s property, vehicle, and inland marine insurance premium was received.  
A brief discussion of whether or not the Office/Garage building is adequately insured in light of recent 
wildfires was tabled. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. upon motion Hoops, second 
Voss.  Carried unanimously.  The next regular meeting of the Town Board will be held on Tuesday, July 
21, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alison Oftedahl, Clerk  


